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the provisions of the law on this point; I shall, therefore,
advert merely to the practical principles resulting from
those provisions, and I am anxious to explain my sentiments
to your Lordship upon this head in the earliest period of
your government, not only because the greatest inconve-
niences have resulted to the public service from misunder-
standings of the distinct practical duties of the two Govern-
ments, but because I know tliat a faction exists at Madras,
whose constant endeavour has been, and will be, assidu-
ously employed to foment those misunderstandings into a
systematic spirit of jealousy and contention.

" All measures relating to the general defence and pro-
tection of India, to the system of our alliances, and of our
negociations, or intercourse with the native powers, to the
levying war or making peace, to the general administration
of the revenues of all the Presidencies, to the employment
of the military force, and, finally, to every point affecting
the general interests, whether civil or military, or political,
of the Company"* s possessions, form the exclusive duties
arising out of the superintending power of the Governor-
General in Council. For all measures of this description
lie alone is responsible; and therefore, the duty of the other
Presidencies, with regard to such measures, consists in a
cordial co-operation in the execution of that, which it is the
peculiar province of the Governor-General in Council to
determine. The Governor-General being in possession of the
whole superintendence and control, as well as of the means
of comprehending in one view the entire state of the Com-
pany's empire and trade, and of all the various considera-
tions and circumstances which may affect either, must
frequently issue instructions, the fundamental principles,
and final scope of which cannot at first sight be fully under-
stood by the other Presidencies, In such cases, (as well,
indeed, as in any of those already described,) I am per-